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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATI ON REPORT International application No. PCT/EP03/00471 

I. Basis of the report 

1 ' l^JSS^J? e,ements of ^ e international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report a^orioina l filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70 ™$ nalty f " ed 



Description, Pages 

1-7 

Claims, Numbers 

1-7 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1 £-2/2 as originally filed 

2 ' US?. rega - d to K th u IfW" 9 * a » the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in wh.ch the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under thfe item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Rule^5.2 a |nd/orV5T) Slati ° n furnished for the P ur P oses <* international preliminary examination (under 

3 ' E„ r f t S, t0 a r y nuc,eotide . and/or amlno sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: dpp " cai,on ' Ine 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished . 9 Deyona Ine aisclos ure 

D Hstinfh ^bMn^m*!^"" 8 " 0 " reC ° rded Computer readable form is identical t0 *e written sequence 
4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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mportT aCement Sheet COntainin9 such am e"d™ents must be referred to 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



under item 1 and annexed to this 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 



applicability; 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 


No: 


Claims 




Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The invention relates to a method for manufacturing filaments from an optically 
anisotropic spinning solution in which the spinning solution is extruded through a 
spinneret comprising a spinning field with a plurality of spinning orifices into a 
coagulation bath trough a slot the edges being formed by plates with upper and lower 
sides, the upper sides of the plates being defined as the sides having the shortest 
distance to the spinning field and to an air gap spinning device for performing the 
method. Such method is disclosed in EP-A-0 904 431 . 

According to the invention in order to provide a process enabling the high speed 
spinning of a plurality of filaments having good physical properties.the process is 
adapted such that the positions of the spinning field and the slot are such that a line 
trough the center of the spinning fiel and perpendicualr to the upper sides of the plates 
is put at a distance to a parallel line trough the center of the slot, the projection of which 
has the same size and shape as the projection of the spinning field and wherein the 
plane of the upper side of one plate having a shorter distance to the center of the 
spinning field than the of the upper side of the other plate and the line trough the center 
of the spinning field has a smaller distance to the edge of the plate with the upper side 
having the largest distance to the distance to the center of the spinning field than the 
edge of the other plate. 
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